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There is much talk to-day, throughout Canada of "slow grow- 
ing, impoverished, depressed" areas and maps show Northern 
Alberta as such a region. Here in the County of Athabasca, we 
now have an ARDA Area to the East and to the West of us, and 
runors have it that the mighty Peace River area will soon be- 
come an ARDA Area. Are we in County No. 12 also a slow growing 
area’? There are some who believe that there are considerable 
advantages in becoming an ARDA Area. Personally, I believe 
that the disadvantages of being officially labelled a problem 
area far outweigh the advantages. I intend in the following 
pages, to trace the major developments in what is now the County 
of Athabasca No. 12, and prove that this is anything but a slow 


growing area. 
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Most people who visit the County of Athabasca for the first 
time show surprise at finding so much development when all they 
expected to see was a land of poor soil, small backward impov- 
erished farms. There are several reasons why this land of ours 
had a poor name at one time. first of course, it is the react- 
ion of thousands of people who lost considerable money after the 
great boom; second, it is the tremendous hardships endured by 
the hundreds of imnigrants who settled here just prior to the 
Wrnety tiavoies': ‘third, it isthe bad reputation’ which Soil's 
men in pre Wyatt days gave to grey soils; fourth, it is the fact 
that until the new highway to Athabasca was built, traffic to 
Athabasca was in a valley along the Tawatinaw Creek, hardly leav- 
ing visitors a picture of successful agriculture. Even along the 
new highway, one does not see the best of our District. 

Finally, in a developing County, thrifty ermd agso. ambit- 
jous farmers try to live as much as possible on the food produced 
on the farm. They place as much as possible of their income back 
in inventory, even if at times this means doing without some of 
the things we have gotten to consider as necessities. Such farms 


show a very low income on income tax forms, to a point where many 


may well be considered destitutes when for a fact, their Net Worth 
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increases yearlv by leaps and bounds. 

The County of Athabasca has its quota of poor farmers, 
people who show no inclination whatsoever in improving their 
lot, but it has no more of these than any other area. By and 
large, the majority, esvecially the younger generation shows 
willingness to accept modern farm technology. They should 
succeed because conditions in general are so much better now 
than in one generation ago. First, summer fallowing is being 
replaced by forage croos, especially legumes; second, soil 
sampling tells what is in the land and several kinds of comn- 
ercial fertilizer are available to meet the need. Available 
are weed sprays, livestock sprays, vitamins, vaccines, anti- 
biotics, crop insurance is at hand, there is adequate farm 
eredit at low rates of interest, marketing boards, labor sav- 
ing equipment, and above all, the knowledge that the greater 
the ponulation of the world grows, the more farmers will come 
into their own. | 

Our District shows a considerable number of abandoned 
farmsteads, but hardly any abandoned farms. Many people 
farmed when they first came to Canada; later they took work 
in towns and cities while their land was sold to neighbors. 
This is normal procedure, and this process of gradual farm 
expansion has been very orderly. Of late, many first - 
generation farmers are retiring and their land is often vur- 
chased by farmers from the Prairies. These have found that 
well-handled, Northern soils can produce a bountiful harvest$; 
they sell their high-priced southern land, and buy a larger 
acreage of our land. Many farms are now changing ownership, 
but there are lots of prospective buyers, and in general more 
buver than land available at a reasonable price. 

Development in the County of Athabasca over the past Quarter 
Centurev is briefly examined as follows: 


1. War Years 
. Imaediate Post War Period - 1946-1951 
. The Balanced Farming Period = 1952 = 1956 


2] 
e 
4, The "Farm and Hone" Period - 1957 = 1964 
5. The new Socio-economic Phase 
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The District is divided in three snall rural municipalit- 
ies, "Cartier, Nelson, and Grosmont", and a nunber of Improve- 
ment Districts. Athabasca School has eight teachers, each teach- 
ing two grades. Most rural schools are one-room schools. 

There are no gravel roads, few teleohones, no power lines 
outside of Athabasca. Picture shows are given once in a while 
in Parker's Hall, and the Diesel train arriving nightly at Atha- 
basca is still the major attraction, though American convoys 
going to Athabasca captivate the younger set. 

Slightly more than 125,000 acres of land are under cult- 
ivation. Cars, trucks and tractors are few, and Daigneau's }):. 
livery barn is a major centre of activity. 

Exact figures are not available, because the County was so 
divided municivally, but reliable estimates place the total Ac- 
reage under cultivation ver farm at no more than 129 acres, 
with 47% of the farms being quarter-sections, and 30 vercent 
being half-sections. 

Porage Crops, mostly sweet clover amounted to less than 
one-fifth of the cultivated acreage, while full summer fallow- 
ing occupied 23%. As late as 1945, the’ average Net Worth of 
North Athabasca farms was only %5803, with unbelievably low 
cash receipts, and cash exnenditures per farm of respectively 
$1300. and $454. Many farmers in the municipalities fared 
better than that, but everything considered, the average figures 
for all farins now in the County of Athabasca, were only slightly 
higher than for the North Athabasca Area. 

Much Poultry was kept, esoecially turkeys and most cows 
were milked. In general livestock was in small supply, and below 
standard in guality. Below standard also, was the grain grown. 

Major immediate needs of the District are for: 

1. Forave seed, especially alfalfa. 

2. Good sires, especially oulls 


3. Good seed grain. 
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To meet these needs, full advantage is taken of existing 
Governmental policies. Over 110,000 lbs. of forage seed are 
placed through the District Agriculturist's office between 1942 
and 1946. Fifty-two bulls, mostly Shorthorns were gratefully 
reeceived on loan from the Federal Government through courtesy 
of the late Nick Curtis. Another 89 bulls were placed priv- 
Bbeiy, »foR of; themwith- the grateful assistance’ ofthe late 


2 
a5 


mrtched lbunder the Provincial buldspolicy..), As °forsprop- 
azating good seed grain, this was done through 4-H Grain Clubs. 

All surplus farm labor is directed to large farnus outside 
the District,sbbt more so to packing plants’ and sawmills: 

Prices for farm products are up considerably from prewar 
years, but net income is small because farms are mostly small. 
Still, considerable savings are accumulated because there is 
little occasion to svend money either for farm expansion or on 
personal goods or amusement. 

To helo co-ordinate the local war effort as far as agri- 
cultural production was concerned, a "arm Victory Committee was 
organized in 1943. The Committee operated for three years, and 
was the forerunner of the Agricultural Service Board formed in 
1947. The Athabasca and District Credit Union also dates back 
from this Period. Of significance too, is the planning for a 
start in 1944, of the first six-year grass-grain rotation in 


the District courtesy of Mr. Joe Eherer Sr. 


Immediate Postwar Years ~ 1947 to 1951 

This Period saw several below normal precipitation vears. 
The drought, quite severe at tines, occasioned poor grain har- 
vest, but on the other hand, greatly favoured the production 
of small seeds, especially alfalfa. It just so happened that 
contrary to the general rule, high prices prevailed in spite 
of high yields, and this contributed substantially to the 


farm economy. So hliigh were the returns of clover fields per 


acre, that farmers could ill afford to make all the hay re- 
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quired, and the cattle population decreased in several settle- 
ments, especially in the North Athabasca District. Over the 
whole area, cattle numbers increased somewhat. 

Policies of livestock improvement through good sires were 
used more than ever. The Federal Government lent a further 55 
bulls, while 233 bulls were placed privately, of which 154 
through the Provincial bull policy. Another 50,000 lbs. of 
forage crop seed was »laced through the forage seed policy, and 
more grain clubs were organized. 

The years 1947 to 1951 comprise- a period of substantial 
expansion, because farm labor drafted for tne war effort has re- 
turned to the District; because also, the money saved during 
the war and the money from lucrative forage seed crops is used 
for the breaking of land, buying much-needed farm equipment, 
and renvlacing a large nunber of log houses with frame struct- 
ures. farm credit commences to be made available, some from 
V.L.A. Loans, but mostly through Farm Inorovement Loans. 

This Period also saw several verv successful “Farm Weeks" 
for young farm people of the District, both boys and girls. 
Young people were instructed not just in basic agriculture, 
technology, and in home making, but in ethics and basic mor- 
ality. A young adult's Club, "The Hub" was also in operation 
for two years. I have always felt sorry to discontinue this 
young adult's Club, but in those days roads were not too rel- 
table during the winter months; neither were cars and some of 
the problems we were con*ronted with as a result of extreme 
winter temperatures, got the better of us.4°"1 

Farm Young People's Weeks were the victims of a re-organization 
of schools in Athabasca, when rooms formerly available to us, could 
not be secured. 

In 1949 a second District farm accepts to come under grass- 


grain rotation. It is the Benke farm at Paxson. 
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PART III - THE BALANCED FARMING PERIOD 
fie lePet eea 1956 


Major task during the first two periods was to get farm- 
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ers acquainted with forage crops other than Sweet Clover or 
with forage crops at all, to improve seed stocks of cereals, 
and to build up the quality of livestock, espvecially in cattle 
to at least a decent average. 

Forage crop seeds were distributed at bargain prices to 
improve the soil, but farmers got to grow these forage crops 
mostly for seed, and this vaid handsomely for a while. However 
as more land was brought under cultivation and more clovers 
were grown, correspondingly fewer pollinating insects insects 
were at work, resulting along with the return of ‘more rainy 
seasons, in vast failures of forage seed crops, and the plow- 


ing under of most legume fields. Substantial ground seemed to 


be lost as far as the-Devartunent of Agriculture was concerned, 
but this actually was not 50, because these former clover 
fields gave unprecedentedly heavy vields of grain, which made 
Pe Outve easy trom then om to talk forage crops for soil imp- 
rovement, and to gear the District toward a cattle economy. 

As farmers brought more land under cultivation and 
came better off, they wanted bulls of their own rather tnan 
Ravine to use a *elup bully andthe ikast “Olub* bulls came in 
1952. During the 1952 - 56 Period we placed 243 bulls under 
the Provincial Cattle Policy and 96 bulls privately outside 
Eae POLICY. 

With better feed for cattle and bulls of better quality 
farmers asked for protection avainst scrub bulls and assist- 
ance to control the spread of Bangs and ".By Petitions’ were 
circulated, asking for these things, and in 1952 the ‘ftunicinal 
District of Athabasca became a 7T.B.-free, a Bangs-free, and a 


Purebred Sire Area for Cattle. 
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The Purebred Sire Area is not in effect any ore 
ae 


Pélicy did wonders for us.” It might stil) be in\effect, had 


we been able to secure from whomever it concerned, the right 
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Page 7 
to enforce culling of breeders' herds right on breeders! 
premises. Where would the seed industry be if it did not have 
"field inspection" and another inspection of the seed prior to 
the sealing of sacks or carloads? 

A local Shorthorn Club was formed in the hove of assur- 
ing a minimum standard of quality, but there were no teeth 
in the by-laws; more substandard registered bulls were sold, 
oro Veopleirinally lost faith not only in, Shorthorns,: but in 


the Purebred Sire Area. The trend away from Shorthorns was 


It was during this Period also, that rabies spread through- 
out the Athabasca Area to such an extent that over half the 
positive cases recorded in Alberta were in our District. 

Rabies necessitated much extra work such tne compulsory vac- 
Cination on I believe three occasions, on all dogs and even a 


number of cats. At no time since I came to Athabasca, did I 


ment and farmers more in evidence than during the "abies" 
Period. 

"Balanced Farming™ I call this 1952 ~ 56 Period, because 
while still concerned with the orientation of the District 
generally, we come down more to individual farms. All fact- 
6re makine for success are considered. and use yes, but 
this must be balanced with "markets"; one cannot just con- 
Sider more cattle or better breeds; there must be balance 
fe teen feed and breed quality: we must consider available 
dabor, health, etc. 

Forage crops must alternate with grain crons as a general 
district policy, but under “balanced farming" one ‘comes down 
to individual rotations to meet the long--term needs of the 
farms concerned. Exanined is almost everything else ~ length 
of rotation, varieties, rates of seeding, breeds of cattle, 
fecdine policy, Sanitaviem, doapor saving, fertitizer, ete. It 
is all most interesting, and more lasting, but ever so much time- 


consuming for the District Agriculturist. 
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Page 8 
The tree policy which commenced in 1952, fitted very 
well with the new conception of things, so did the Harvest 
Festivals which played their part in bringing about a wider 
mitual appreciation within ethnic groups, of each others' 


culture and contribution to the District. 


Pagal IV MR AND HOME 
195 7 = 

“Farm and Home’ adds a new dimension to "Balanced Farn- 
ing"; it is the “Home” and our motto then becomes "better 
Pearming for better living”. It is not good enough to make 
money; money must be soent in part to provide the family 
With a more comfortable living. We stress water and sewer 
in the hone, good furnishings, insurance, wills, education, 
budgets, etc. No more do we nush good farming in the hope 
that more income will ensues. the right procedure is to fig- 
ure out how much more money is needed for better living, and 
to tailor our farm develosment accordingly. 

"Farn and Home" has been very successful in the County 
Families pledged informally to use grass-grain rotation, and 
bo. Ssummerfallow as little as possible; they agreed to use 
comnercial fertilizers, to keep accounts, to co-operate with 
Pane. to give the Home its rightful share.ot revenues. The 
Shighntiy over 80 farms which enrolled in, this program made, a 
tremendous contribution to the agricultural develovment of our 
Gounty. A debt of gratitude is.due them by the non-"Farm, and 
Home" vneonle. 

Almost no matter what we want to show, we find it on 
"Farm and Hone" farms, and these dedicated people are always 
ready to show visitors around and to explain things. Cn these 
farms are found most of the latest designs of of efficient farm 
buildings, the latest of recommended farm homes, farmstead plans, 
shelterbelts, roadside tree planting, rotations, fertilizer, and 


weed sprays, grain and cereal varieties, beef fattening on pas~ 
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Everyone in the District has directly or indirectly bene- 
fitted from “Farm and Home" demonstrations, but “Fara and Home" 
people in general gained most because they accented all the new 
technology as a "package", while, non~"Farm and Home" in general 
accept new methods piecemeal. A steadily increasing gap develop- 
ped between the two groups; this gave us enough concern that 
now much of our work aims at correcting this situation. 

How successful "arn and Home" has been in raising the 
standard of living of its members is’ illustrated by the fact 
that between 1958 and 1966, the percentage of "Farm and Home" 
families enjoying full plumbing facilities in their homes has 


increased from 22% to 79% 
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This Period aims at reaching the largest possible number of 


Hone® farms found so much to. their advantage. 

Pass Unions, we long tell, . Should take a more active 
hand in the agricultural education of its nenbershin; it should 
coneern itself not just with education on Co-ops, “Marketing, 


Leadership, but on general agricultural technology, on farm 


) 
management, on home economics, on buildings, etc. As a result 
assistance was given to *%.U.A.:; 

First, forming new Locals wherever there was a gap. 

Second, in attempting to make the boundaries of F.U.A. Lo-~ 

eals co-terminous with Divisional boundaries in the County. 

Third, forming a “County Team" or FU-CDA, and accepting tem- 

porarily the Chairmanship of the Education Comnuittee. 

It is hoped tiat this winter, every *.U.A. Local in the 
County will have its educational sessions. Last Winter the North 
Athabasca group (Richmond Park Local) had six monthly educational 
evenings; while one F.U.A. Local held four, and another three 
meetings. 

This Year, the Agricultural Service Board was replaced by 


an Agricultural Committee of Council. This Committee holds equal 


power with the other “unicinal Committees, such as Education 
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Also formed this year, was the Advisory Comittee to the Agri- 
cultural Committee. It consists in twelve members appointed by 
Council - nine men and three women who are to meet three times a 
year, and already met twice. Exact terns of reference for 
FU-CDA and for the Advisory Committee have to be worked out 
because there is some overlapping 

Of assistance to the County of Athabasca should be the re- 
cently appointed District Home Econonist for Athabasca and Thor-- 
Wild whose office is. at Athabasca. The policy of assistance for 
the installation of plumbing in farm homes should also have quite 
an imoact. 

Plans for this Winter are two Farn Management Courses of 
twelve evenings each, an afternoon meeting on the rights of Farm 


Women, and two days' Short Courses on Plumbing. There will al- 


so be a one-day session on the modernization of farm hones. 


WHAT ‘OF THE FUTURE? 


Excepting for improved seed cleaning facilities, the County 
of Athabese- now has available a full range of facilities, as a 
Mactcer of fact more than many other farmers have. Most rural 
people excepting in tne north east of the County have telephones 
electricity is everywhere, roads are generally good, and improv- 
ing all the tine. In matters of education our farm children en- 


Joy alinost all options available to city children. 


1 
\ 


Nith assistance fro: the ARDA forage policy. there is no 


reason why every farmer of the County should not soon have all 
his land under well-defined grass-grain rotations. It is expect- 
ed that the use of fertilizer will keep increasing at the rate of 
25% a year, and toat in five years at the most, every farmer of 

the County will apply at least some fertilizer. Thanks to a 
fairly general acceptance of suitable rotations, and thanks to the 
watchful eye of Agricultural Fieldman Hans Armfelt, our District is 
relatively free of serious weed infestation. Toad #~. however, 

is well under control, but will remain a serious problen. Efforts 
should be made to prevent the spread of Scentless Mayweed and Corn 


spurry, of which so far we have relatively little. 
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For the future, main efforts must be directed: 

1. At improvement of the farm home. Far too few homes have 
plumbing, and a ten-year goal of 80% of homes Wit SOLS sp hump ine 
should.be contemplated. 

eo At Farm Management in all its phases, but especially, 
farm accounting, long-term planning, budgetting, wills, and ins- 
urance, 


z 


YY 


- At securing a resident Veterinarian Loe sone COUMtUy. ). Di. 
Pumouchel of Westlock built a modern Clinic at Athabasca, but it 
is only manned two davs a week, 

Of much urgency too, is the necessity to prevent settlement 
in the fe&k areas of the County where orofitable farming is hardly 
possible even under good nanazenent. Such areas must be earmariced 
without delay, and steps taken under an ARDA policy to purchase 
the land now occupied and to freeze the balance so that nobody 
in the future can settle on it. Community pastures at present 
are not needed in the County of Athabasca, but things will be 
Gitrerent ten years from now. This is why we must reserve the 
land now. 

More emphasis too, must be placed on: 

1. Economical methods of handling hay, and provision on most 
farms for adecuate storaze of hay. 

2. The establishment of field windbreaks and roadside snow 
traps. Honeysuckle have proven of considerable value for this 
latter yurvoose. 

S. The fattening of ‘steers as Long yearlings, with selt-te¢eding 
of grain on suitably-rotated and well-fertilized pastures. 

Le, The Gontrol of blackflies, warbles, and especially, the 
elimination of bears from within the County. These are too trouble-~ 
some in apiaries, and prevent a much-needed expansion of beekeeving 

5, The absolute need for all farmers to always inoculate 
ace lesume seed they plant. It had been taken for granted that 
they were doing so, but apparently little more than one-third are 


inoculating. 
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CONCLUS TON Page 12 

The County of Athabasca can be justly proud of develovment 
within its borders in the past 25 years. 

Excepting for the lack of a large Municipal Séed Cleaning 
Plant, we enjoy an almost somplete scale of services. 

Our District's agriculture is sound; it provides year-round 
employment on farms, it adequately takes care of fertility, weeds 
amd the’ erosion problems, it. Spreads ‘the risk of failure, and it 
meets market demands. 

parm homes tin: general ,\are attractive’: unfortunately far 
boo rew have full plumbing. In most cases farmers must be for- 
given for this situation, because, up to the present, most of the 
capital that could be secured was needed for expansion. A dist- 
Pict is certainly not "slow-growing" which has tripled its acreage 
under cultivation in twenty vears, and whose cattle population 
Mertaplied Tour tines’ since thevlast war. Grain yields on old 
land have almost doubled, while the quality of our livestock and 
livestock products now teaves little to be desired. 

Without the large capital released by banks, V.L.A., the 
Farm Purchase Board, and especially the Far: Credit Corporation, 
so much progress could not have been realized. The Farn Credit 
Corporation alone invested two and three=-auarter Million Dollars 
in the County of Athabasca. The Fara Purchase Board lent over 
$300,000. We are indeed grateful to all who by lending wisely, 
contributed to the development. Repayment of loans are gener- 
ally satisfactory, so are the payment of taxes. In 1965, TO. ae 
of the levy was collected in current and arrears. Because our 
1966 crop is probably the largest on record, furtner improvement 
in the financial situation in the County are anticipated. 

it is phéas ine: tocknow -thatothelagricultaural progress of the 
County has been noted over a relatively wide area of Northern 
Alberta. Several Hundred People, probably a thousand, nave come 
alone or in organized tours from as far as Vermilion, Mayerthorpe, 
Barrhead, and Camrose. 

The fact should not be overlooked either, that the County of 
Athabasca has produced two “aster Farn Families; the BE. S. Parson 


family at Boyle, and the Mike Dupilka Yamily at Athabasca. 
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